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- Save the Children: “Stripped, Beaten and Blindfolded —
Violence Against Palestinian Children in Detention” (July
2023)

- Defense for Children International — Palestine: “Targeting
Childhood” (September 2024)

- UN Secretary-General Annual Report on Children and
Armed Conflict (June 2025)

- Al Jazeera English: “Israel Again Included in UN Blacklist
for Grave Violations Against Children” (June 2025)

- B’Tselem—Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in
the Occupied Territories: Fatalities Database

- Middle East Eye: “Israeli strike kills children sheltering at
UN school in Gaza” (July 2024)

- Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor: “Children in Gaza:
Between Bombs and Blockade” (2024)
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- EU Humanitarian Support for Palestinians — Consilium

- Al-Haq Europe —Human Rights Organisation

UN Annual Report on Children and Armed Conflict — UN
News

- Human Rights Careers — Charities Helping Civilians in
Palestine

- B'Tselem — Fatalities Database

- Middle East Eye —Israeli strike kills children sheltering at
UN school in Gaza

- Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor—Children in Gaza
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Palestinian territories. The committee further emphasized
that the ceasefire must mark the beginning of a fair and
sustainable peace in the region, one in which all children
can fully enjoy their rights and live in conditions that
uphold their inherent human dignity.

Legal Framework and Escalating Violations

Due to their inability to protect themselves and their
physical vulnerability, children face health and mental
health risks during armed conflict that far exceed those
faced by adult civilians. A core principle of international
humanitarian law governs the conduct of war: the
principle of distinction between combatants and civilians,
and between military and civilian property. This principle
is vital and foundational. Children, by nature, fall within
the civilian category, and the use of children under the
age of 15 as combatants is strictly prohibited. Therefore,
children are protected under the general prohibition
against targeting civilians.

The importance of this principle is reflected in the first
set of customary rules of humanitarian law published
by the International Committee of the Red Cross, which
emphasizes its applicability to all hostilities. According
to this rule, parties to a conflict must always distinguish
between civilians and combatants. Attacks may only be
directed at combatants and must not target civilians.
This principle is also enshrined in international law,
specifically in Article 48 and in paragraphs 2 of Articles
51 and 52 of the First Additional Protocol (1977) to the
Geneva Conventions, which applies to international
armed conflicts. Given that Israel claims the situation
constitutes an armed conflict, the prohibition against
attacks on civilians is also emphasized in Article 13 of
the Second Additional Protocol (1977), which applies to
non-international armed conflicts.

Israel’s actions toward children in Gaza violate all
principles of international humanitarian and human rights
law. The relentless bombardment of residential areas
and widespread power outages have severely impaired
hospitals. Infants in incubators and elderly patients are at
risk due to lack of oxygen, and families struggle to access
safe drinking water.

UNICEEF has expressed grave concern over the situation,
stating that Gaza has become a cemetery for thousands
of children, with the death toll continuing to rise. Yet
the threats to children in Gaza go beyond bombs and
rockets. More than one million children face a crisis in
access to clean drinking water, and infant deaths due to
dehydration are a major concern.

Children make up approximately 44% of the total
Palestinian population and 47% of Gaza’s 2.3 million
residents. The renewed Israeli attacks have therefore
raised serious concerns about human rights violations,
particularly those affecting children.

The worsening crisis in Gaza has intensified fears of
further violations of children’s rights. These include
increased food insecurity, which violates children’s right
to an adequate standard of living under Article 27 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the right to
health under Article 24, which is compromised by attacks
on water and sewage infrastructure and the spread of
disease.

Approximately 2.2 million people have lost normal access
to clean water, including over one million children. This
lack of safe water increases the risk of chronic illness and
is a major contributor to child mortality.

The escalation of Israeli attacks has also undermined
children’s right to safety and education. Schools in Gaza
are currently being used as shelters, but these facilities
are no longer safe from bombardment. According to
Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
access to education must be guaranteed and protected,
even during conflict.

The conditions facing Palestinian children are now
bitter and shocking, and must be taken seriously by
the governments involved in the conflict and by the
international community, especially the United Nations.
What is happening in Gaza shows that Israel has failed
to respect the provisions of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, and the rights of Gaza’s children have been
gravely ignored.

The scale of violence against children in this war is both
quantitatively and qualitatively overwhelming, casting a
shadow over their lives. According to Article 45 of the
Convention, the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child may refer matters to the UN General Assembly.
Paragraph (c) of the same article allows the Secretary-
General to request specific investigations, including
those concerning the status of children.

If governments fail to fulfill their obligations under the
Convention, global trust in their commitment to human
rights will erode. The United Nations must respond not
with platitudes, but with concrete pressure on Israel to
end violence against children.

One possible measure is for the UN Secretary-General to
add Israel to the UN’s “list of shame” for the brutal killing
of children in Gaza and to make this designation public.
As a party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and an occupying power in Palestinian territories, Israel
is obligated to prioritize the best interests of all children
and to fulfill its responsibilities under the Convention to
protect and guarantee their rights.

The trauma of war can have lasting effects on children.
They are the hope of tomorrow’s world, and governments
must work together to build a better future for every child
living in war and crisis. These children face threats to
every aspect of their lives and futures and we, as adults,
must think more deeply and act more urgently.
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The world of children transcends all geographical
boundaries and the policies of the adult world. Children’s
rights must be regarded as universal principles that no
government or group can reject. Whether in times of
peace or war, children possess inherent rights that no
government, regardless of its geographical or ideological
borders, has the authority to violate or ignore. This is
why legal protection for children under international
human rights and humanitarian law has been strongly
emphasized.
The United Nations has identified six grave violations of
children’s rights in armed conflicts:

1. Killing and maiming of children

2. Recruitment and use of children in armed conflict

3. Attacks on schools and hospitals

4. Sexual violence against children

5. Abduction of children

6. Denial of humanitarian access to children

Since October 7, children in Gaza have been living
through a nightmare. They have been continuously
bombarded by Israel over the past month and forced to
survive under war conditions. Many have taken refuge
in schools and endured severe shortages of food and
water. What is unfolding in Gaza constitutes a violation
of international law and international humanitarian law.
The crimes committed against Gaza’s children are a clear
breach of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Ms. Francesca Albanese, the UN Special Rapporteur on
the occupied Palestinian territories, stated in her report
dated October 20, 2023, that Israel, being a party to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child is obligated to
uphold the rights of all children under its jurisdiction,
including those in occupied Palestinian territories.
According to Article 3 of the Convention, the best
interests of the child must be a primary consideration.
However, Israel continues to expose Palestinian children
to severe physical and psychological harm, instilling fear
and trauma that no child should ever endure.

Failure to respond to Israel’s actions amounts to ignoring
international obligations and violating international law.

Mohammad Mehdi Seyed Naseri Lawyer and Researcher of Children’s Law

Fundamental Violations Against Oppressed
Palestinian Children in the Gaza War

Article 38 of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the
Child emphasizes that special protection and assistance
must be provided to children affected by armed conflict.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child has the highest
number of member states of any human rights treaty,
196 countries, while the United Nations itself has 193
member states. This reflects the global significance of the
Convention and its dedication to the specific protection
of children.

The question now is: What are Israel’s obligations, as
a member of the Convention, to protect the rights of
Palestinian children?

More than forty days after the Israeli invasion of Gaza,
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported
that over 16,000 children had been killed and 3,540 others
injured in the war. Thousands of Palestinian children are
in urgent need of humanitarian aid, as they continue to
suffer the deadly consequences of a brutal conflict. Since
the escalation of the war, more than four children have
been killed or injured daily, based only on the figures the
United Nations has been able to verify.

UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres expressed deep
concern, stating that Israel’s recent actions are in clear
violation of human rights and international humanitarian
law. He added: “During this period, we have witnessed
an unprecedented number of Palestinian deaths in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem, with a significant portion
of the victims being children.”

He called for an immediate end to the escalation of
irrational tensions and urged leaders on both sides to
resolve the conflict. He noted that since the end of the
Second Intifada in 2005, the recent forty-day attacks
have been recognized as the deadliest assault on the West
Bank.

In November 2023, the United Nations issued a
statement expressing deep frustration over the suffering
of children. The committee strongly condemned Israeli
attacks on civilian targets in the Gaza Strip, which
resulted in the deaths of more than 16,000 children since
October 7. It called for an urgent ceasefire and an end to
the devastating harm inflicted on children in the occupied
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The Performance of European
Human Rights Institutions Towards
Palestinian Children

Support or Silence?

Over the past decades, Palestinian children have
consistently been at the forefront of suffering caused
by occupation, war, siege, and discrimination. In this
context, international human rights institutions and
United Nations-affiliated organizations, especially
those based in Europe, have played an important role
in documentation, reporting, and at times, humanitarian
relief. But the essential question is: Have these institutions
been able to use their legal, media, and political capacities
to effectively support Palestinian children? Or have they,
in the face of blatant crimes, fallen into negligence,
conservatism, or inaction?

Active Institutions: From Brussels to Geneva

One of the newly established yet active institutions in this
field is the Al-Haq Europe organization, based in Brussels.
Founded in 2022, this human rights entity focuses on
legal research, strategic litigation, and media activities,
aiming to bring the voices of Palestinian children to
European institutions and public opinion. In cooperation
with European civil agencies, the organization has filed
cases in regional and international courts and has called
for accountability from those responsible for violating
children’s rights.

At the EU level, the Council of Europe and the European
Commission on Human Rights have repeatedly expressed
concern over the situation of Palestinian children in
official statements. However, these statements have
often lacked enforcement mechanisms and, in practice,
have had no tangible impact on the behavior of the Israeli
regime.

Humanitarian Aid: Large Numbers, Limited Impact
The European Union and its member states including
Germany, France, Sweden, and the Netherlands are
among the largest providers of humanitarian aid to
Palestinians. According to the official report of the EU
Council, from October 2023 to September 2025, total
European humanitarian aid to Palestine reached €1.44
billion. This aid includes food, medicine, water, health
services, shelter, and educational supplies, distributed
through international and local organizations in Gaza and
the West Bank.

The EU also launched a “humanitarian air bridge”
operation, sending more than 76 emergency aid flights
to Gaza. Three humanitarian warehouses have been

established in different areas of Gaza with European
financial support.

Yet despite this volume of aid, independent reports
show that children’s access to healthcare, education,
psychotherapy, and security remains severely limited.
Many of these aid efforts have faced political, security, or
administrative obstacles during distribution, and in some
cases, have not even reached their intended destinations.

Criticism of Performance: Silence in the Face of
Crime

European human rights organizations, including Human
Rights Watch Europe and the European Center for
Constitutional and Human Rights, have repeatedly cited
violations of Palestinian children’s rights by the Israeli
military in their reports. However, these reports often
remain at the media level and have not led to effective
legal or political action.

In the attack on the Abu Hussein School in Jabalia,
operated under UN supervision, dozens of children were
killed. Although this attack was documented and covered
by European media outlets such as Middle East Eye and
Euro-Med Monitor, it received no decisive or official
response from European institutions.

Furthermore, in the UN Secretary-General’s annual
report on children in conflict zones, Israel was listed
among violators of children’s rights for the second
consecutive year. Yet the Security Council and European
institutions took no punitive or restrictive measures
against the regime.

Unused Capacities

European human rights institutions, both governmental
and non-governmental, possess extensive capacities
in media, international law, regional courts, and public
advocacy. But in the case of Palestinian children, these
capacities have often remained unused or reduced
to symbolic statements. While Palestinian children
face daily threats of death, displacement, detention,
malnutrition, and deprivation of education, the silence or
conservatism of European institutions not only reflects
ineffectiveness but also raises an ethical question: Are
these institutions unable, or unwilling, to use their power
to stop crimes against children?

The answer to this question may, in the not-too-distant
future, become a benchmark for assessing the true
credibility of human rights in the world.
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My Father Dreams of Palestine

Homeland: My Father
Dreams of Palestine

Author: Hannah Moushabeck
Illustrator: Rim Madwah
Publisher: [Publisher name not
verified]

Country of Printing: United States
of America

Release Year: 2023

Age Category: 4 to 8 years

As bedtime approaches, three young
girls eagerly await their father’s
stories about Palestine. Through
his memories, the city of Jerusalem
comes alive: the rhythmic beat of
the juice seller’s cups, the fragrant
air drifting through the windows,
and the pigeons perched on rooftops.
Though the children have never
been to Palestine, they feel a deep
love for a home they’ve never seen.
And through their father’s stories,
they know they will always return—
through memory.

A Palestinian family celebrates its
heritage in this touching biography
written by Hannah Moushabeck,
accompanied by heartfelt
illustrations from Rim Madwah. It
is a letter from home, a tribute to
family, and a beacon of hope for
people beyond borders.

Hannah Moushabeck is a second-
generation  Palestinian-American
writer, editor, and marketer who
grew up in a family of booksellers
in Massachusetts and England. From
a young age, she discovered the
power of literature. Homeland: My
Father Dreams of Palestine is her

first visual book. She currently lives
in Amherst, Massachusetts, on the
lands of the Pocumtuc and Nipmuc
nations.

Rim Madwah is a Kuwaiti illustrator
with a master’s degree in children’s
book design. He is an avid book
collector who loves narrative
storytelling and incorporating space
and emotion into his art. As a child,
he enjoyed listening to stories
from his parents and grandparents.
Homeland: My Father Dreams of
Palestine is his first illustrated book.
He lives in Kuwait.

aenby MAYSA ODEH

A Map for Falasteen: A
Palestinian Child’s Search
for Home

Author: Maysa Odeh

Ilustrator: Betawi

Publisher: Henry Holt and
Company, a division of Macmillan
Publishers

Country of Printing: United States
of America

Release Year: 2024

Age Category: 3 to 8 years

At school, Falasteen and her
classmates are asked to locate
their families on a map. But no
matter how hard she searches,
she cannot find Palestine. Can a
place exist if it’s not on the map?
Confused, Falasteen turns to her
family for answers. Her grandfather,
grandmother, and mother each
help her see their homeland from a
different perspective, guiding her to
understand the history of her people.

o fﬁe-Bereav\emento
« Martyred Palestinian
i Children

Gendered, Religious and
National Perspectives

m Masarwi

The Bereavement of
Martyred Palestinian
Children

Author: A Collection of
Researchers

Publisher: Springer Nature
Country of Printing: Germany
Release Year: 2024

Age Category: Academic and
Specialist

This book examines the phenomenon
of individual and collective
mourning in Palestinian society.
It explores the boundaries of grief
and commemoration through the
lenses of interpersonal relationships,
national identity, and gender. The
book analyzes how these factors
shape the mourning process for
Palestinian parents who lost children
during the Second Intifada. Across
five chapters, it investigates the
behavioral differences between
grieving fathers and mothers what
causes these differences, how they are
expressed, and how they contribute
to the unique characteristics of
Palestinian mourning.
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Narrative of Palestinian Children’s Suffering
by Western Publishers A Child in Exile

In a world where the image
of Palestinian children is
often confined to fleeting
newsletters, some writers
and illustrators in the
West have attempted to
translate this suffering into
the language of children
and adolescents books that
not only speak of pain but
also of hope, memory, and
resistance. In this note, we
introduce five notable works
published by European
and American publishers
that have been referenced
in Persian literary circles.

These  works, through
imagery and narrative,
pull the Palestinian

child from the heart of
war, displacement, and
occupation. Though largely
absent from the Persian
publishing  space, they
offer a new window into
the suffering and resilience
of Palestinian children. It
may be time for Iranian
translators and publishers to
take initiative narratives that
shine light into the depths of
darkness.

Sitti’s Bird: A Gaza Story

Writer and Illustrator: Malak
Matar

Publisher: Crocodile Books, an
imprint of Interlink Publishing
Group

Country of Printing: United States
of America

Release Year: 2022

Age Category: 4 to 7 years

Malak, a young girl in Gaza, is
forced to stay home for 50 days as
the bombing begins in 2014. During
this period, painting becomes her
refuge. The book, illustrated by
Malak herself, narrates the birth of
an artist in the heart of war.

Malak Matar is a Palestinian artist
from Gaza. She began painting at
the age of thirteen during the 50-
day Israeli military assault on Gaza
in 2014. Unable to leave Gaza, she
gained popularity through social
media for her artwork and attracted
global attention. Her works are now
exhibited in galleries across the
United States and Europe. Sitti’s
Bird is her first book.

A Ghanameb

A Palestinian Family’s Story

™,

These Olive Trees
Writer and Illustrator: Aya
Ghanameh
Publisher: Viking Books, an

imprint of Penguin Random House
Country of Printing: United States
of America

Release Year: 2023

Age Category: 3 to 5 years

At the Nablus camp, a girl named
Oraib loves olive trees. But war
returns, and her family is forced
to leave their home. She makes a
heartfelt promise to her beloved
olive trees: to ensure their legacy
survives. A poetic book about the
bond between a child and memory.
Aya Ghanameh is an illustrator,
writer, and designer living in Jordan.
Her work departs from state-centered
narratives and focuses on amplifying
the voices of ordinary people in
historical and political contexts.
These Olive Trees, her first visual
book, is inspired by her family’s
experiences and their love for the
land during her childhood in exile. A
graduate of the School of Design at
River Island, she is currently based
in New York City, where she spends
much of her time exploring Arabic
restaurants.
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International Doctors’ Report on the Targeting
of Palestinian Children by the Israeli Military

The War Against the Future

In contemporary history, wars have
always had silent victims children
who died not on the battlefield but
in their mother’s arms, on the way
to school, or in temporary shelters.
But what has occurred in Gaza’s
recent war goes beyond ‘“side
casualties.” The Dutch newspaper
de Volkskrant, citing international
doctors” accounts, unveiled a
worrying pattern in the recent
Gaza war: targeted shootings of
children, with precision enabled by
advanced weaponry.

Relying on medical data, personal
testimonies, and field evidence,
the report attempted to analyze the
dimensions of this new pattern and
how Palestinian children have become military targets of
the Israeli army instead of growing up in safety. Doctors,
using scientific evidence, demonstrated that in this war,
children were not collateral victims but direct targets.
So if the global conscience has been silent for decades,
the alarm must now sound an alarm for institutions that
should be child-friendly, for media that must raise their
voice, and for people who must not remain indifferent to
suffering.

Medical Stories: The Operating Room Instead of the
Newsroom

Dr. Firouz Sidwa, an American surgeon, said that on his
first day of collaboration at the European Hospital in
Gaza, he encountered four children who had been shot
dead. In the following seven days, five more children
arrived at the operating room with the same type of
wounds. “They are not random,” he said. “When, in a
short period of time, children with the same wounds
come to the hospital, we have to ask: Who is targeting
them?”

Dr. Mimi Sayed, an emergency physician at Nasser and
Mashhad Hospitals, treated four children with bullet
wounds to the head or chest. One of the victims was a
four-year-old girl targeted by a UAV in a humanitarian
zone. “We saved her,” she said, “but the question
remains: Why should a child be targeted in a safe area?”
Dr. Nick Minard, a surgeon from Oxford, reported that
in one day, four boys came to the hospital with bullet
wounds. “These are neither accidental nor military

mistakes,” he said. “These are choices a choice to
humiliate, to destroy the future.”

Forensic Medicine Analysis: Wounds That Speak

Forensic experts insist that the wounds are consistent with
military-grade bullets fired from a distance. The injuries
are not the result of explosions but of direct gunfire.
“When we are facing wounds to the head or chest,” one
expert said, “we can no longer call this incidental. These
are deliberate acts of targeting.”

Official Statistics: Daily Deaths of Children Who Are
Not Seen

According to the Gaza Ministry of Health, by September
1: More than 1.2% of Palestinians have been killed,
approximately 4.1% of those killed were children, an
average of two children were killed daily, and more than
1.2% have been disabled.

These statistics, though dry and numerical, contain
within them countless stories a mother embracing her
child, a child directly targeted by a bullet and losing their
life. What this report reveals goes beyond human rights
violations; it is a violation of the future. Children are
the symbol of tomorrow. Israel’s targeting is not only a
crime it is an assault on hope, growth, and life itself.
Doctors have become witnesses to history in the absence
of reporters reporters who are unable to transmit facts
from the area due to Israel’s blockade and restrictions on
entry. The operating rooms, instead of newsrooms, have
recorded reality and it is more bitter than any headline.
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The Phoenixes
Amidst the Fire

Taherah Shahmohammadi, a psychotherapist, writer, and translator in the field of child and
adolescent psychology with works such as Salvation Ship, What Are We Like?, What Color
Are We?, and the Citizen Culture and Law Teaching Collection (I Love Myself, Don’t Touch
Me, Long Live Citizenship) narrates the suffering of children in Gaza during the recent war in a
heartfelt note.

It does not matter to the children where
they are whether in the backdrop of
occupied land or within the complex
equations of distant powers, They look
at each other they play they laugh.
There is only one thing that silences
them: hunger. Hunger that, in recent
days, has even claimed the lives of their
fathers and mothers.

This may be a kind of game for the
oppressed children of Gaza, a game
between surviving with hunger and
seeking humanitarian aid, which often
does not arrive in time or is denied
altogether.

Gaza is a strange place, where the functioning of many things differs from the rest of the world. For
example, hospitals and schools places that should be safe and nurturing have often become shelters
targeted by trench missiles. These spaces, meant to offer comfort and security after destruction,
have instead become sites of slaughter and fire.

Now the world watches the efforts of the oppressed to exist, to survive, to live.

Gaza’s children, however, have enacted the truth of death. Amid hunger and displacement, under
the roar of wandering missiles from a regime that kills children, they rise like phoenixes from the
fire and look out at the world. Perhaps they will awaken a voice of conscience. Perhaps, at the end
of the human lineage, a flicker of jealousy will stir. Perhaps someone will stand up and stop this
cruelty.
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Clinical Findings of Four Children
Affected in the Gaza War

Silent Wounds

In the midst of debris, smoke, and the sound of explosions,
a child sits and paints the soil with his fingers. This
image may seem simple, but it carries silence at its core a
silent scream from a collapsing psyche. Children in war
zones, especially in Gaza, are exposed to a variety of
psychological injuries, ranging from post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) to severe depression and behavioral
disorders.

The East Mediterranean Health Journal published a
report produced by a team of European therapists active
in Gaza. This report revealed a bitter reality: Palestinian
children in Gaza suffer not only from physical injuries
but also from deep mental wounds wounds that are
invisible yet remain for years. In the report, four clinical
cases were investigated, each representing thousands of
children. Children who have lost their mother, father,
school, home, and sense of security. Children who
become nightmares themselves afraid of light, speech,
and sometimes even hope.

European therapists, using methods such as narrative
therapy, play therapy, cognitive behavioral therapy
(CBT), and music therapy, have tried to bring these
children back to life. But what stands out in the report
is not just the clinical symptoms it is the human depth of
suffering. These are children who must cope with death
instead of play. Children whose minds are collapsing.
The authors of the report, all prominent European
psychotherapists, highlighted a warning in their text: “If
psychotherapy interventions are not seriously expanded,
the next generation of Gaza’s children will be inflicted
with enduring disorders.”

This warning is not only for therapeutic institutions but
also for the global conscience for those who still believe
that children should laugh, not live in fear.

The audience of this report is presented with four clinical
cases of Palestinian children undergoing psychotherapy.
These cases show how war, violence, and displacement
can alter a child’s psychological structure. The children
of Gaza are not only physical victims of war but also
psychological victims. Psychotherapy must be an integral
part of humanitarian aid otherwise, these children will
enter adulthood with lasting psychological injuries.

Clinical Findings of Four Children

Case 1: A 5-year-old girl who lost her mother and two
brothers in an airstrike. Symptoms: Complete silence,
fear of nighttime and light, refusal to speak with the
therapist. Treatment: Narrative therapy and limited
painting. Progress: After two sessions, she began to talk
about pre-war memories.

Case2: A 5-year-old boy who was injured during an attack
on his school. Symptoms: Explosive anger, nightmares,
and self-harming behavior. Treatment: Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and group meetings with
children who had similar experiences. Progress: Reduced
panic attacks and improved sleep.

Case 3: A 5-year-old girl who witnessed the death of
her father. Symptoms: Social isolation, refusal to eat,
and repeated statements like “Baba will come back.”
Treatment: Play therapy and slow breathing techniques.
Progress: Acceptance of reality and return to social
interaction.

Case 4: A 5-year-old boy living in a shelter. Symptoms:
Severe depression, suicidal thoughts, and distrust
of adults. Treatment: Individual sessions with male
psychotherapists, writing exercises, and music therapy.
Progress: Reduced suicidal thoughts and return to school.
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including children.

e [sraeli  officials  responsible  for
war crimes must be brought before
international courts of justice.

o [llegal settlements in the West Bank and
Gaza must be dismantled, and the land
returned to Palestinians.

e A durable solution, possibly involving
the formation of two states, must be
negotiated and accepted by both sides to
establish a sovereign Palestinian state.

e A fair and representative Palestinian
political structure must be developed in
both the West Bank and Gaza, led by the
Palestinian people themselves.

From a cultural and literary
perspective, what kinds of artistic and
literary works do Palestinian children
need to rebuild morale and sustain
hope? Should the focus be on classical
and indigenous literature, or on
modern genres like fantasy and science
fiction? How do you view the role of
illustrations, educational books, and
other art forms?

I believe the best people to answer this are
Palestinian youth and local artists. But I
can suggest that fantasy and science fiction
offer powerful ways to escape the harsh

realities they face. Works by Tolkien and
Terry Pratchett, or classical Arabic and Persian legends
like One Thousand and One Nights or Shahnameh, can
spark wonder and hope, essential for survival, dreaming,
and progress. These children must see that the world is not
made only of evil, as they’ve often experienced through
illegal wars, apartheid policies, and extremist violence.
Only when Palestinian children and adolescents nurture
their minds and dreams can they begin to imagine a better
future, and rebuild themselves.

After this stage, education becomes a key factor in
development. And of course, modern infrastructure
must be established to support literature, mathematics,
artificial intelligence, and the arts, so Palestinian youth
can claim their rightful place in the world.

Given the long-term psychological impact of crisis
on children, what do you believe is most effective
in providing emotional support and rehabilitation?
Specifically, what role can art and literature play?
Can creative tools like storytelling, play, music, and
visual arts help express emotions, reduce trauma, and
restore hope?

We know that young people, especially children,
express emotions and trauma more easily through art.

Whether through painting, role-playing, or hiding behind
imaginary characters in stories, art offers a safe outlet.
This connects directly to why art, especially art that
brings magic and joy, is so vital for youth.

Once the war ends, which I hope will be soon serious
international efforts must be made to introduce artists
from diverse disciplines and backgrounds. These artists
should not only teach, but also welcome Palestinian
ideas. Young people must be given the opportunity to
express themselves through art. There are already many
examples: amateur films, songs, clothing, pottery, and
paintings created by youth who have endured immense
trauma. Through these creative acts, Palestinian children
can begin to heal and their stories can become lessons for
others and for the future.

These are all hopeful responses. Unfortunately, I'm not
confident the international community has the will to act.
So far, the West has shown a scandalous failure to end
the war, and many Muslim governments have done the
same. They continue with business as usual, shedding
crocodile tears. Only a few Muslim states have genuinely
tried to stop this injustice. Iran is one of them, and you
should be proud of that.
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Fatima Anastasia
Yazwa wrote Culture
and Media:

The Real
Weapon in the
Gaza War

In days when the sky over Gaza is neither blue nor calm, and the
sound of children’s laughter blends with the roar of explosions, writ-
ing pain is all we can offer. Children who break instead of pencils,
and bake their homes instead of entering offices. In this heavy global
silence, sometimes a single word can scream and become a one-way
refuge.

In these bitter days, the Narrators of Culture invited Fatima Anas-
tasia Yazwa, a Russian psychologist, journalist, and site manager
of www.mihwar.ru, to write a note on the suffering of Palestinian
children and adolescents. A note not of slogans, but of empathy.
What follows is her narrative, a narrative of pain, hope, and shared
responsibility:

In my opinion, cultural figures, journalists, and influential voices can
use their positions in the global community to alleviate the suffering
of Palestinian children and adolescents. Art and media are the most
powerful tools to draw the world’s attention to Gaza. The production
of films, documentaries, and books that tell real stories, or imagined
ones rooted in resistance—can touch hearts and awaken those un-
aware of this crisis.

Writing a book also plays a vital role in this effort. For example, I
am working on a novel that is not directly about Gaza, but through
a romantic story between an Iranian boy and a Lebanese girl from
Hezbollah, it reflects the concept of resistance in a human and glob-
al context. Additionally, by translating real Palestinian stories from
the Electronic Intifada website, I try to amplify the voices of Gaza’s
suffering. These narratives are so powerful that they often bring tears
to my eyes and provoke deep reflection on the weight of this pain
and resistance.

Palestinian children and adolescents suffer from a lack of education-
al facilities, despite their eagerness to learn. The closure of schools
and universities threatens their future. In my view, expanding digital
education, such as textbooks and online lessons is essential in these
circumstances. But before that, hunger must be addressed, because
hunger not only impedes learning, it threatens life itself.

Special media resources must be produced to raise global awareness
of the condition of Palestinian children. In today’s world, media acts
as a powerful weapon, and funding for Western media with its vast
budgets is of great importance. The media war is a real war, capable
of shaping public opinion.

Hunger in Gaza is one of the greatest challenges, undermining the
foundation of every opportunity. It is essential to organize global
university forums and influential lectures, but in the current situa-
tion, practical aid is also vital. When the Arab world remains silent,
it becomes our duty to unite our efforts. The war in Palestine is not
a battle between Arabs and Jews—it is a global war between free-
dom-seekers and an apartheid regime.

On another front, Israel’s threat to southern Lebanon and Hezbollah
is deeply concerning in the aftermath of Gaza. The Imam Hussein
School stands as a symbol of cultural and spiritual resilience a strug-
gle against oppression. The goal of targeting this school, and others
like it, is the complete erasure of Shiite identity. Gaza may be a geo-
graphic territory, but Hezbollah has created a challenge to the system
of domination that Israel finds dangerous. That is why they seek to
eliminate the supporters of this idea.

Interview with Kaloyan
Konstantinov Palestine:

A Test of Global Conscience

Among today’s human crises, the plight of Palestinian
children and adolescents stands as one of the most
complex and profound ethical, legal, and cultural
challenges. Over seven decades of conflict, occupation,
and violence have not only dismantled Palestinian
social and economic structures, but also shaken
the psychological and cultural foundations of new
generations. Children who should grow up in safe
spaces for play, learning, and emotional development
now face displacement, poverty, violence, and
the denial of their most basic human rights. This
is not merely a political issue, it is a civilizational
catastrophe that transcends geography and demands
answers to fundamental questions about justice, global
responsibility, and the future of peace.

In this context, two levels of intervention are essential:
first, practical and political efforts to end the cycle of
violence and secure children’s rights; second, cultural
and psychological strategies to preserve hope and foster
creative capacity among the younger generation. These
dual concerns shape our conversation with Kaloyan
Konstantinov, a researcher at the Balkan Institute of
Sciences, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. We explore
both the concrete actions needed to reduce suffering and
the role of literature, art, and education in rebuilding
lives and nurturing imagination. The Palestinian crisis
is not only a political dilemma, it is a test of human
conscience and the moral capacity of our time.

In the current situation, where Palestinian children
and adolescents suffer deeply from war, occupation,
and violence, what practical and political strategies
can help reduce their suffering and protect their
fundamental rights? Please address both individual/
civil society actions and international strategies.
This is a complex question with many layers, it could
fill an entire book. But here are some key steps:

e The international community must impose strong
political and economic sanctions on Israel to pressure
the government to end the senseless killing of civilians,
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Rashad Hasanov, a writer, translator, and literary figure
from Azerbaijan who is deeply concerned with war-torn
children, speaks of two languages to reduce the suffering
of Palestinian children: the language of politics and the
language of humanity.

With a thoughtful perspective on the psychological, edu-
cational, and cultural needs of children affected by war,
he highlights the power of fantasy, storytelling, and liter-
ature as a bridge between today and tomorrow. Hasanov
believes that if we can keep the flame of dreams alive in
the heart of childhood, we can pull the future out of the
rubble.

What kind of political and humanitarian interven-
tions can help heal Palestinian children affected by
war?

Palestinian children represent the greatest tragedy of our
generation children who have never tasted the true es-
sence of childhood. There are two languages to reduce
their suffering: the language of politics and the language
of humanity. Politically, international justice must be
effective. Unfortunately, many resolutions from global
organizations remain only on paper. If there is genuine
will to protect children, practical mechanisms must be
activated to stop the war.

Being a child knows no nationality, no religion, no bor-
ders. Being a child means being human. On a practical
level, the most essential needs are food, medicine, clean
water, and safe schools. But perhaps even more import-
ant is their need for love and hope. The deepest wound
left by war is the wound to a child’s soul. Psychotherapy
programs, artistic activities, and even playgrounds must
be provided to heal these wounds. Sometimes, a child’s
laughter is more powerful than a thousand weapons.

In the heart of devastation, how can education and
literature keep hope alive for Palestinian children?
As aliterary figure, | have always believed in the power of
literature. For Palestinian children, education and culture
are their greatest assets. War may destroy schools, but
knowledge itself cannot be destroyed. They need simple
and accessible resources: e-books, mobile libraries, and
distance learning programs. But knowledge alone is not
enough their souls must also be nourished.

Inspirational stories, poetry, music, and psychological re-

Voice of Palestinian Children in an Interview with Rashad Hasanov

From Siren to Lullaby

sources can help keep hope alive within them. War robs
children of their greatest gift: the power of imagination.
If a child loses the ability to dream, the future disappears.
Any resource that can restore that dream whether a sim-
ple story or a colorful image is a bridge between a devas-
tated present and a brighter tomorrow.

In a land where sirens blend with lullabies, “study re-
sources” are not just books and classrooms; they are
packages of knowledge, healing, and the revival of imag-
ination.

I envision the following: rescue-oriented and accessible
training model educational kits, offline virtual classes,
radio-based schooling, and mobile libraries; compact
digital formats and low-cost printed materials for various
age groups.

In summary, if knowledge is the roadmap, storytelling is
the fuel. Wherever we manage to keep the flame alive in
the heart of childhood through a short story, a calming
activity, or a simple science experiment we have, in truth,
pulled the future from the debris.

How can the voices of Palestinian children be heard
and inspire international empathy?

Sometimes, a picture speaks louder than a thousand pag-
es. The most effective tools for conveying the reality of
Palestinian children to the world are documentary films,
video reports, and direct video conversations with the
children themselves. But what often receives less atten-
tion are children’s books and animations.

Stories and animations created for and by children, and
shared with children in other countries, hold remarkable
power. They allow one child to show the world to anoth-
er, perhaps touching the conscience of humanity and in-
spiring action. Yet this is always accompanied by a sense
of sorrow.

Literature, of course, plays a vital role. Stories, letters,
and poems written in the voices of Palestinian children
reach the hearts of the world more deeply than any po-
litical text. Collecting and publishing these narratives in
multiple languages can have a profound impact because
a child’s voice speaks the truth.

Social media also offers a powerful platform. Short vid-
eos, animations, infographics, and digital campaigns can
engage millions. The goal is to give human faces to the
statistics—a baby’s smile, a baby’s tear...
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Interview with Yashar Hodaei

g

these days, as the children of Gaza face humanitarian,
psychological, and educational crises, writer and critic
Yashar Hodaei speaks of the need to revise our perspective
on books for children. In this analytical conversation, he
explores the intersection of fantasy and reality, the concept
of bibliotherapy, and the role of literature in restoring identity
and resilience among war-torn children. Read the full
interview below:

When you think about the children of Gaza and the
subject of books, what image comes to your mind?
Two images form in my mind. First, an image that seems
fantastical—but in truth, it is not. Second, a more grounded
and independent image. News, reports, photos, and videos
transmitted to the world show that the situation is catastrophic
and deeply critical.

Do books hold meaning for Gaza’s children under such
circumstances?

At first glance, speaking about books for Gaza may seem
like a fantasy. According to the principle of “Allahom fe
Allahom”, the problem for children in Gaza is not merely
the absence of books. They are consumed by survival, and in
such conditions, books and other topics may seem irrelevant.
From a psychological or social perspective?

From another angle, we might refer to Abraham Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs, which prioritizes biological and safety
needs before social and emotional ones. from this perspective,
books and reading may not appear to be a priority for Gaza’s
children. But within all these arguments, there is a deeper
emotional truth That crisis is severe, yet literature can still be
considered one of their essential needs.

What kinds of books can be useful for children in Gaza?
Educational books are among the most important. Gaza has
endured prolonged conflict. In such conditions, books can
serve as tools for caregivers to engage children and introduce
various topics. This is where the concept of bibliotherapy
becomes significant.

Can you explain more about bibliotherapy?

The foundation of bibliotherapy lies in a book’s emotional
resonance with its audience. Mourning is a common
experience among children in war zones and Books that
address grief and loss can help children process the stages of
mourning and reduce long-term psychological harm.
Can books contribute to children’s resilience?
Absolutely. Gaza’s children face challenges far beyond
their developmental capacity. Books on resilience can help.
Chronic fear impairs cognitive growth. Literature can help

Books in the Shadow of War: Children of
Gaza and the Literature of Salvation

regulate and soften such conditions.

What kinds of books are suitable for children with
physical or psychological trauma?

Books that address disability can help children adapt to their
limitations. Additionally, books that reflect the child’s own
experiences and identity can be effective in healing trauma.
Should adults also receive education in this area?

Yes, educational resources for adults and parents are essential.
They should become familiar with children’s literature and
its therapeutic potential. Adults must be equipped to select
appropriate books for young readers.

What is the impact of cognition in this context?

The cognitive framework of a child raised in war is vastly
different from that of a child raised in peace. Books are
powerful tools for repairing and reshaping these damaged
areas. Literature with socio-emotional themes is especially
valuable—even in the context of war.

What about identity?

Children in Gaza may either develop or fragment. Books that
address the three pillars of identity such as family, religion,
and nationality, can help preserve and strengthen their sense
of self.

Do you think global public opinion is aware of Gaza’s
situation?

Global public opinion has a relative awareness, but it remains
far removed from the lived reality in Gaza’s streets and alleys.
How can this gap be bridged?

Raising awareness about the depth and details of the crisis
requires resources that serve as living witnesses. These can
take the form of poetry, memoirs, investigative writing,
biographies, and storytelling.

Is it effective to address children’s rights directly?

Yes, the impact of childhood studies and children’s rights
is significant. International conventions declare that “every
child’s life is valuable,” but the gap between principle
and practice is vast. Upholding this principle—alongside
documentary reports from Gaza, can strengthen the discourse
around children’s rights.

How can the narratives of Palestinian children and
adolescents influence global understanding of Gaza?
When a cultural activist or civil institution works with Gaza’s
children, they engage in cultural work, but also awaken the
conscience of society. Writing in opposition to war and in
defense of peace is both a cultural and social act. These efforts
fall within the inherent responsibilities of activists and can
influence broader political dynamics.
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education, the right to safety, the right to play, the right
to expression, the right to healthcare. These rights are
universal and should not be limited by borders.

In war conditions, many children do not know they are
victims; they do not realize that what they endure is a
violation of their rights. This lack of awareness is itself a
form of violence.

Raising awareness among Palestinian children about
their rights must be done through tools suited to their
circumstances: picture books, audio stories, educational
games, and group dialogues. These materials must speak
the language of childhood, respect their lived experiences,
and aim to empower. The goal is not to incite anger, but
to strengthen self-worth, hope, and understanding.

In this journey, my colleagues, Palestinian educators and
teachers, play a vital role. They are not only instructors,
but healers of psychological wounds. They must be
supported, provided with educational resources, and
included in the design of awareness programs. Iranian
teachers, too, can contribute by creating shared content,
sending messages of empathy, and initiating cultural
projects.

One effective method is to establish “long-distance
friendship” programs between schools in Iran and

Palestine. Children can write letters to one another, send
drawings, and share stories of their lives. This connection
fosters empathy, strengthens a sense of global belonging,
and breaks down walls of discrimination. These
friendships can be initiated through Iranian teachers
connecting with Palestinian teachers who have social
media platforms.

In the realm of psychotherapy, Palestinian children must
be helped to transform the feeling of victimhood into a
sense of agency. They must know they can speak, write,
draw, and express their pain through art. This expression
is the first step toward healing. They must also be taught
that they have the right to dream: the dream of peace, the
dream of school, the dream of a future.

Ultimately, we as an educational community must
understand that learning does not only happen in
classrooms. Education means building a world in which
no child is deprived of their rights. It means raising a
generation that cares not only for itself, but for others.

Palestinian children, like Iranian children, have the
right to laugh, to learn, and to grow. If the world denies
them this right, we must be their voice in classrooms, in
homes, in media, wherever we can. Because no lesson, no
knowledge, no culture is more valuable than preserving
the life, dignity, and dream of a child.
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A Narrative of Empathy, Education, and Awareness

Childhood in the Shadow of War

Mina Raeisi, a preschool educator and child-focused
educational activist, reflects in this essay on the urgent
need to raise awareness among Iranian children about the
suffering of Palestinian children and to expand support
for Palestinian teachers.

I am a teacher of children. For years, I've faced eyes
that still see the world simply, hearts that laugh without
reason, and minds ready to learn, to build, to dream.
Encountering these eyes, hearts, and minds always
reminds me of children in distant lands who grow up not
with pencils, but with fear. Children who cannot attend
school, not out of laziness, but because of insecurity.
Children who must learn not nursery rhymes, but how
to survive.

To me, Palestinian children symbolize those whom the
world has only denied: denied education, denied safety,
denied peace. As an educator, I cannot remain indifferent
to this reality. Because education is not merely the
transmission of knowledge; it is the shaping of humanity,
the nurturing of hope, the protection of dreams not yet
formed.

In our classrooms in Iran, children grow up with stories
of peace, friendship, and kindness. But do they know that
their peers in Palestine live stories of war, separation,
and fear? Do they know that childhood is not the
same everywhere in the world? Our duty, as teachers,
educators, and parents is to offer this awareness to our
children, not to sadden them, but to cultivate empathy.

Empathy is the first step in raising responsible, conscious,
and ethical human beings. When Iranian children
understand that Palestinian children are deprived of
school, play, safety, and peaceful sleep, they can begin
to see the world with more open hearts. They can learn
that pain knows no borders, and kindness is the shared
language of all humanity. But empathy cannot be taught
through words alone, it must be rooted in the lived
experience of Iranian children.

For an Iranian child to empathize with a Palestinian
child, they must first have the opportunity to grow. They
must have books, kind teachers, and safe spaces to ask
questions, to read, and to imagine. Empathy springs from
education, and education requires resources.

In many parts of Iran, children still lack access to libraries,
face shortages of age-appropriate books, or study in
overcrowded, under-resourced classrooms. If we wish to
raise a generation that becomes the voice of the world’s
oppressed, we must first hear their own voices. We must
provide them with books, tell them stories, give them
space for dialogue, and introduce them to global concepts
like justice, peace, children’s rights, and solidarity.

Providing educational resources for Iranian children is
not only a domestic necessity, it is a global responsibility.
Because an Iranian child, if well educated, can become
an advocate for justice for Palestinian, Yemeni, Syrian,
and all marginalized children around the world. This
education must emerge from lived experience, from good
books, from aware teachers, and from healthy learning
environments.

Empathy gains meaning when the Iranian child can read,
understand, and compare. When they can ask why a child
in Palestine has no school, and learn to value their own.
When they can write a letter, draw a picture, or create a
story in which the Palestinian child is not alone. These
are tools of education, and education requires investment.

Alongside empathy, our other duty is to raise awareness
among Palestinian children themselves. They must
know that being a child comes with rights: the right to




Interview with Maryam Islami

Literature:

For decades, the issue of childhood in Palestine has
been intertwined with humanitarian, psychological, and
educational crises. Palestinian children continue to face
these challenges, and global developments show little
sign of improving the situation. In such circumstances,
tailored educational strategies must be designed
specifically for Palestinian children.

Maryam Islami, a poet and activist in the field of children
and adolescents, and author of works such as O Moon,
Come Down and On Clouds, speaks of the urgent need
to focus on literature and education for these children. In
this interview, she explores the role of NGOs, educational
resources, children’s narratives, and multimedia content
in healing the mental and emotional wounds of war-torn
children.

= What political and practical measures can help
reduce the suffering of Palestinian children and
adolescents?

International pressure on the occupying regime through
diplomacy and NGOs can help halt attacks on schools,
hospitals, and residential areas. Creating safe educational
and psychological spaces can also ease their pain and
provide a sense of security.

= What role can NGOs play in this regard?
Non-governmental ~ organizations  can  provide
international aid, temporary classrooms, safe play areas,
and psychotherapy centers. Immediate needs such as
food, medicine, clean water, and psychosocial services
must be addressed. War-torn children need safety above
all else. Even in times of conflict, access to education,
whether virtual or through temporary schools, should be
ensured so that children do not feel abandoned.

= What solutions do you suggest for sustained support
of children?

Local empowerment can be achieved by training
community-based educators and psychologists. This
approach reduces dependency on external forces and
builds long-term resilience within affected communities.

= What kind of educational resources do Palestinian
children and adolescents need in the current situation?
They need materials that strengthen identity and inspire
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A Shelter for War-Torn Children

hope, books and stories that offer brightness, self-esteem,
and a vision of a better future. They also require age-
appropriate resources tailored to war conditions, such
as booklets on coping with fear, managing anger, and
dealing with grief.

= What kind of human rights education is necessary
for children?

Introducing children to their rights, including the right
to education, safety, and a dignified life, is essential.
Flexible educational tools, such as compact digital
textbooks that can be used independently, without
the need for a classroom, are also vital for Palestinian
children and adolescents.

» Can cultural and artistic content help with healing?
Absolutely. Content such as poetry, music, painting,
and creative games can be highly effective in restoring a
child’s emotional well-being and sense of self.

= What types of content production do you recommend
for audiences in other countries?

Documentary and narrative reports, such as war stories
of like “A Burnt Homework™ or “A Football Left in the
Rubble”, should be produced to foster global empathy.
Additionally, books and research articles on the impact
of war on the physical and mental health of Palestinian
children must be published. Multimedia productions
including podcasts, short documentaries, animations, and
caricatures designed for teenagers in other countries are
also essential.

= What suggestions do you have for intercultural
education in schools?

Intercultural educational kits should be developed for
schools around the world, enabling teachers to explain
the situation of Palestinian children in a language that is
accessible and age-appropriate.

= How can the voices of Palestinian children be heard
globally?

By creating online platforms that enable children and
adolescents to share their daily experiences and connect
with international audiences, their voices can be amplified
and their stories acknowledged.
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The Occupied Home of Children

In a world where childhood marks
the beginning of dreams, for
Palestinian children, it marks the
beginning of suffering. They have
heard sirens instead of bedtime
stories, seen ashes instead of cheerful
colors, and stood not in playgrounds,
but on battlefields. In such a world,
children’s literature is not merely a
tool for entertainment; it becomes a
shelter, a way to make sense of pain.
Mustafa Rahmandoust and

Mohammad Mirkiani, two leading
voices in Iranian children’s literature,
have written in separate but aligned

reflections on Palestinian children.
They speak of the need to narrate
this pain, the power of storytelling to
awaken global conscience, and the
responsibility of children’s authors
to build bridges between suffering
and empathy.

Children’s literature can convey truth
in a language the world understands.
A short story can shake hearts and
stir minds. Stories of destroyed
homes, unfinished dreams, and small
but enduring hopes can become
the voices of children who cannot
scream.

Writers for children, those who write
for small hearts, can offer Palestinian
children a world of their own. They
can help children in other countries
understand the suffering of their
peers. They can recreate hope, even
in the heart of devastation.

These reflections are a call to write,
to translate, to illustrate, to animate,
to bring children closer together
across borders. Perhaps a simple
story can achieve what politics
cannot. Perhaps a story can build a
home where none exists.

Mustafa Rahmandoust:

To inform people around the world about the lives of
Palestinian children and adolescents, we must write
stories or seek out simple ones. Through storytelling, we
can say what must be said: that this way of living is not
the rightful fate of Palestinian children.

Zakaria Tamer, a renowned Syrian writer, once wrote
a book titled The Home, which has been translated into
more than seventy languages. In it, he writes: “The

Mohammad Mirkiani:

Governments, artists, civil society groups, and cultural
institutions all have a role to play in alleviating the
suffering of Palestinian children and adolescents. The
task of artists and writers is to reflect this pain through
fiction, translation, animation, digital content, and more.
Each sector of society must define its own responsibility
in reducing the sorrow of these children.

Informing the world’s children and adolescents about the
situation in Palestine is crucial. They must understand,

Stories Can Raise Awareness About Palestinian Children

chicken has a home, and it’s called a nest. The pigeon
has a home, and it’s called a cubbyhole. But Palestine
has no home.” This simple line moves hearts and minds
toward the reality of Palestinian children. I hope their
suffering will awaken the world’s conscience And I hope
people everywhere will be given the chance to stand with
them and offer meaningful support.

Turning the Pain of Palestinian Children into a Global Message

reflect, and ensure such conditions are never repeated
elsewhere. We must create a hopeful environment that
strengthens the resilience of Palestinian children.

I believe the message of Palestinian children must
become a global message.

Through waves of creative expression, we can draw
attention to their plight, respond to their basic needs,
food, medicine and eventually address their deeper
needs, including dignity, education, and peace.




=

= The Holy Land of Palestine is going through difficult
days. Although the land has been occupied by Hebrew-
speaking forces for more than seven decades and its
people have endured the harshest wars and violence,
the past two years have surpassed all previous ones.
This intensity has amplified the voices of Palestinian
children, especially those in Gaza, amid the noise of
the world. But the question remains: What is the sin
of these children, and what can be done for them?
We discussed this with Neda Movahedipour, a writer
and member of the Management Council of the House
of Child and Adolescent Librarians and Promotion
of Reading, and one of the founders of “Dialogue on
Reading.” She spoke about narrative, solidarity, and
education as tools to reduce the suffering of children,
and explained practical and political ways to support
them, emphasizing the role of literature, art, and media
in reflecting both the pain and hope of these people,
who suffer under the consequences of Western political
decisions. Read the full interview below:

= What can be done politically and practically to
reduce the suffering of Palestinian children and
adolescents?

Politically, international pressure and the prevention
of human rights violations are essential. Practically,
humanitarian aid should include psychological support,
education, and storytelling. The suffering of Palestinian
children must be highlighted through international
NGOs, and petitions, statements, and appeals to global
authorities should be organized to prevent normalization
of this pain.

= We know that the Israeli regime, especially in the
Gaza region, has turned the area into a military
garrison and blocks any voice from leaving. Can
Palestinian children narrate their own suffering?

If access to international platforms is provided,
there must be media and global contexts that allow
Palestinian children to speak for themselves. Creating
campaigns through social networks can also help prevent
marginalization and normalization of their suffering.

= What do you suggest in terms of public activities?
We can think about creating educational networks and

Interview with Neda Movahedipour
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psychological support systems for Palestinian children.
For example, online training can be very effective in
areas with internet access.

= So we must remain aware of the suffering of
Palestinian children?

Yes, because this suffering must not become a normalized
issue. We should consider creating networks of solidarity
for example, exchanging paintings or creative works
by children from different parts of the world to show
empathy and reflect the voices of Palestinian children.
These activities also strengthen hope among children
globally.

m Is there anything important about providing study
resources for Palestinian children?

More important than the resources themselves is how
they are used. Resources can be categorized into several
types: stories of hope, life skills and resilience in difficult
conditions; materials about the history and identity
of Palestine and the cultural values of its people; and
resources that keep the spirit of future possibilities alive.

= What are the characteristics of these resources?
They should be designed to strengthen narrative and self-
expression among Palestinian children and adolescents.
Through these resources whether artistic or digital—they
should be able to express their lives and choices.

What resources do you recommend to inform people
in other countries about the situation of Palestinian
children?

I recently read Elizabeth Laird’s young adult novel A
Little Piece of Ground. The story follows the lives of
several Palestinian teenagers in Ramallah and portrays
their daily struggles. Reading such novels is important
for understanding the experiences of Palestinian youth.

How can the lives of Palestinian children and
adolescents influence the world’s view of this land?
Writing storybooks about the lives of Palestinian children
helps teenagers in other countries relate and empathize.
Palestinian educators and facilitators play a key role in
documenting and visualizing these lives through libraries
and storytelling. These efforts prevent the suffering from
being normalized and ensure it is recorded in history.
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Children Under Fire:

A Documentary Account of Systematic Violence
Against Palestinian Children

Since the establishment of the Israeli regime in 1948,
Palestinian children have lived at the center of violence,
violence that has not only destroyed homes and schools,
but also targeted dreams, safety, and the right to live.
This history is not a collection of isolated incidents, but
a persistent pattern of child rights violations, repeatedly
documented by international organizations and reputable
global media.

During the early wars, including the massacre at Deir
Yassin, children were killed alongside women and the
elderly. In the following decades, especially during the
First and Second Intifadas, Palestinian children were
widely exposed to direct violence. The iconic image of
Fares Odeh, a teenager standing before an Israeli tank,
became a symbol of youthful resistance.
But behind that image were thousands of
other children, killed, imprisoned, or left
to live with lifelong psychological wounds.
In the past two decades, Israeli military
attacks on Palestinian children have taken *
on new dimensions. Numerous reports
from international organizations confirm
that hundreds of children have been killed
in airstrikes on Gaza. Schools, hospitals,
clinics, and even refugee camps have
been repeatedly targeted. In many cases,
children were struck while sleeping,
playing, or walking to school.

One of the most catastrophic examples was the Israeli
airstrike on Abu Hussein School in Jabalia Camp,
northern Gaza. Operated by the United Nations, the
school sheltered hundreds of displaced children and
families. The attack killed and wounded dozens of
children. Images from the tragedy showed lifeless
bodies among textbooks, schoolbags, and shattered
benches. This assault was not only a blatant violation of
international law, it was a symbol of utter disregard for
the sanctity of childhood and the institution of education.
In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, military arrests
of children have become routine. Children aged 12
to 17 are taken from their homes at midnight, without
legal warrants, and without the presence of parents or
lawyers. Many are beaten, threatened, humiliated, and
psychologically tortured in detention. Some are held in
solitary confinement for weeks. According to human
rights standards, these practices constitute torture and
inhumane treatment.

Human rights reports reveal that a high percentage

of detained children were forced to sign confessions
under pressure, without understanding their content.
Many suffer from psychological disorders, depression,
bedwetting, and chronic fear after release. These harms
are not only individual, they are social. They shape a
generation entering adulthood with deep wounds.

In recent years, attacks by extremist settlers have become
a serious threat to Palestinian children. Reports include
assaults on schools, stone-throwing at school buses, and
even beatings of children in the streets. In many cases,
Israeli forces have not only failed to prevent these attacks,
they have supported the perpetrators.

In its annual reports, the United Nations has placed Israel
on the blacklist of child rights violators in conflict zones.
Thousands of serious violations have
been recorded in the occupied Palestinian
territories, including killings, maimings,
sexual violence, and attacks on schools
and hospitals. Some reports estimate that
hundreds of thousands of Palestinian
«= children are deprived of education,
= healthcare, and security, living in conditions
far below humanitarian standards.

In Gaza, the situation is the most dire.
Children in refugee camps live without
access to clean water, sufficient food,
medicine, or education. Many suffer
from malnutrition, chronic illness, and
psychological trauma. In recent months, reports of
thousands of missing children have emerged, revealing
the scale of the humanitarian catastrophe in the region.
Global media, especially in the West, often respond to
these tragedies with silence or censorship. While images
of the children killed at Abu Hussein School were
widely circulated in Arab and independent media, many
Western networks chose to ignore or justify the event
as “collateral damage.” This media behavior is part of a
broader strategy of narrative reversal, one that casts the
victim as the accused.

Ultimately, we must confront a bitter truth: the Palestinian
child is under fire from the moment of birth. A world that
remains silent in the face of such violence is not only failing
the Palestinian child, it is failing its own humanity. In the
face of this reality, it is the duty of cultural, media, and
educational institutions to keep the story of the Palestinian
child alive, narratives that speak not only of pain, but
also of hope, resistance, and dreams. Because even in the
rubble, every child has the right to dream.




Seyyed Abolghasem Rahimian

Seyyed Abolghasem Rahimian, Executive Secretary
of the 8th International Solidarity Summit with
Palestinian Children and Adolescents—held in
memory of martyr Muhammad al-Durrah, has written
about the founding philosophy behind this congress.

The Zionist regime has long been defined as a garrison
state, designed to produce insecurity and destabilize the
regional environment in pursuit of the interests of its
backers, through force and coercion. As Imam Khomeini
once referred to it, this regime embodies ‘“global
arrogance” and ‘“Zionism.” In recent literature, even the
German Chancellor has remarked that “Israel performs
the tasks that the West cannot carry out directly.”
Backed by the Western domination system, this regime
operates with impunity, free from accountability or
responsibility. It openly violates international laws and
conventions, including the UN Charter, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, humanitarian treaties, and
the rights of women and children. In the past two years
alone, over 70,000 civilians have been massacred, 73%
of whom are women and children. Additionally, around
200,000 others have been injured, and vital infrastructure
across the region has been systematically destroyed.
Given the Zionist regime’s media do minance and its
ongoing efforts to invert reality, portraying the oppressor
as the oppressed, it is imperative to use every opportunity
to expose its true nature. The 9th of Mehr, marking the
anniversary of the martyrdom of Muhammad al-Durrah in
his father’s arms, and the 15th of Mehr, commemorating
the launch of Operation al-Agsa Storm, are pivotal
moments in this effort. These are the days Imam
Khomeini referred to as “the days of God”, echoing the
Quranic call: “And remember the days of Allah.”
The 8th International Solidarity Summit with Palestinian
Children and Adolescents, held in honor of these two
occasions, pursues the following goals:
e Honoring and preserving the spirit of Palestinian
resistance and the memory of oppression
e Highlighting the criminal nature of the Zionist regime,
particularly its crimes against children and women
e Mobilizing global public opinion against the genocide
of Palestinians
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e Clarifying the threat this regime poses to regional and
global security

e Increasing public pressure on the regime’s international
supporters

e Establishing and activating support networks for
Palestinian resistance

e Strengthening national and Islamic solidarity, especially
in the aftermath of the 12-day imposed war and the
steadfast defense by the Islamic Republic of Iran

Practical Measures of the Summit
Through the Union of Adolescents and Youth Against
Occupation—whose permanent secretariat is based in
Tehran, the summit implements a range of programs with
participation from nine countries. These include:
e Creating a comprehensive communication network to
coordinate activities
e Collecting and delivering aid through designated
channels from Gaza
¢ Providing medical assistance to Palestinian children
e Documenting and registering the Zionist regime’s
crimes against children in international forums

Recommendations for Global Visibility and Impact

To amplify the summit’s reach and effectiveness, the

following actions are recommended:

e Involving prominent political, cultural, and military
figures to lend support

e Ensuring widespread media coverage, especially
through international and diaspora networks

e Leveraging the influence of key figures on social media

e Establishing communication networks among global
justice activists

e Engaging artists in music, illustration, painting, and
short films focused on children

e Exposing the colonial and unethical nature of Zionism

e Declaring solidarity with global movements opposing
genocide in Gaza and warning of Zionism’s threat to
world peace

Let us not forget: if the international community remains
silent in the face of this threat, the world may be drawn
into a widespread and devastating war.
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Narrators of Culture

Telling Stories of Pain and Hope

The special issue of Narrators of Culture, published on the occasion of the 8th
International Summit on Solidarity with Palestinian Children and Adolescents, held in
memory of martyr Muhammad al-Durrah, is a collective effort to raise human narratives
against the silence of global media. In a world where the image of a child shot behind
his father is captured with brutal clarity, yet pushed to the margins of official coverage,
we believe it is our duty to keep the story alive. At the request of the summit organizers,
we proudly dedicate this issue to that mission.

This publication is the result of synergy among writers, poets, cultural activists, and
media professionals who believe that culture can be the voice of the oppressed. In

this special edition, we have sought to present a truthful portrait of the condition of
Palestinian children through candid interviews, analytical essays, and human-centered
narratives. These are children who are not only deprived of education, safety, and peace,
but also of the right to dream.

At the Iranian Book and Literature House, we believe that children’s literature is

a powerful medium for psychological healing and identity formation. This issue
includes conversations with poets, authors, and child-focused activists, each offering
a unique perspective, from the need for educational and psychological resources to the
importance of child-centered storytelling and multimedia content for global empathy.

Alongside these contributions, we have published reflections from the summit’s
secretary and several international cultural figures, all of whom emphasize the
importance of national and global solidarity and the urgent need for cultural action in
the face of genocide and occupation. We believe that culture holds a power beyond
politics, and that literature can offer solace for deep wounds.

Narrators of Culture is not merely a magazine, it is an invitation to hear the voice of the
child, to retell the truth, and to stand beside the vulnerable. We invite all readers of this
issue to listen, to share, and to stand with Palestinian children. This solidarity is not only
a duty; it is a historical and human responsibility.

Morteza Boreiri
Public Relations Manager, Iranian Book and Literature House
Editor of Narrators of Culture
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A Refuge for Children in the Age of Ruin

In a world where childhood has become a distant dream in many places, especially in the Palestinian
territories, culture and literature can serve as a vital refuge. The 8th International Solidarity Summit
with Palestinian Children and Adolescents, held in memory of martyr Muhammad al-Durrah, offers
an opportunity to revisit this role TO redefine cultural responsibility in the face of human suffering.

The Iranian Book and Literature House, as a cultural institution, believes that books are not merely
cultural commodities. Rather, they are tools for restoration, rebuilding hope and reviving the
imaginative power of children scorched by the fires of war, displacement, and deprivation. In our
classrooms, we not only advocate for political and humanitarian solidarity; we also believe in cultural
solidarity, a solidarity born of joy, poetry, storytelling, imagery, and narrative.

Muhammad al-Durrah, a symbol of Palestinian child oppression, is not just a single image; He is
the voice of thousands of children silenced by the world’s indifference. The summit, centered on his
memory and on Operation al-Agsa Storm, seeks to amplify that voice globally. At the Iranian Book
and Literature House, we believe that children’s literature is a powerful medium for expressing truth,
a truth that, at times, resonates more deeply than any political statement ever could.

In this spirit, the production and dissemination of educational resources, books, stories of resistance,
and psychological content for war-torn children are among our core responsibilities. Supporting
authors, illustrators, publishers, and cultural workers engaged in this field is also part of our
commitment to Palestinian children.

The special publication Narrators of Culture has been created with this mission in mind. It is a
platform for honest narratives, human dialogue, and memoirs rooted in real concerns. This magazine
is not just a medium; it is an invitation: an invitation to empathy, to reflection, and to stand beside
children whose voices have been lost in war.

We hope this initiative can play a modest role in reflecting the lives of Palestinian children and
strengthening cultural solidarity. We invite all readers, writers, artists, and cultural activists to stand
with Palestinian children through their pens, their images, and their thoughts. This solidarity is not
only a human obligation; it is a cultural imperative.

Ebrahim Heidari
CEO of the Iranian Book and Literature House
Managing Editor of Narrators of Culture
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